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******************************************************************* 

MINUTES OF SYMMES TOWNSHIP WORK SESSION 

 

 May 19, 2022  

******************************************************************* 

                                                                                                                      

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. Elected officials present were: Mr. Phil Beck, Mr. 

Ken Bryant, Ms. Jodie Leis, and Mr. Joe Grossi. 

 

Also present: Kim Lapensee – Administrator. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

1. Camp Dennison Landscape Plan. Mrs. Lapensee stated that she contacted the county about 

getting approval to maintain those parcels through the county engineer’s office. She stated 

that there is a question about who owns the property and Hamilton County does not think 

that they own it. She stated that she looked through the files and our files indicate that we 

believed that Indian Hill owned those parcels. She stated that based on that, she asked our 

Law Director to conduct a title search to see who actually owned those parcels. She stated 

that we did pass two resolutions to try and gain maintenance over the parcel that was owned 

by the Hamilton County Memorial Association, but our Law Director could find no 

paperwork associated with us filing any action in court. Mr. Bryant stated that we are then 

starting from ground zero. Mrs. Lapensee stated yes. Mr. Bryant stated that he would like 

to see a sketch of the roadways if we vacate that section of Kugler Mill. Mrs. Lapensee 

stated that she sent an email to the County asking that they just give it to us because we are 

the ones who have maintained it and the county does not need it for anything. Mr. Bryant 

asked what the budget is on this project. Mrs. Lapensee stated that she budgeted $75,000.00 

for this project and it would include the landscaping, signage, planters, benches, etc. and 

would be paid from the Park Fund since it has previously been deemed a memorial park. 

Mrs. Lapensee asked what we would need to do to have the county engineer vacate Kugler 

Mill on our behalf. She asked if we want to have the Law Director file the necessary 

paperwork to gain possession of the properties.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Seven Gables Play Structure Replacement. Ms. Leis stated that we talked to the 

representative for this playground, and they can design one large area and we can build it 

in phases. Mrs. Lapensee asked if they wanted to build the large play structure and the 

swings first and then we can add on from there over the years. The board agreed with 

that. Ms. Leis stated that we will eventually need to build a bigger shelter. Ms. Leis stated 

that she wants signs on the playset that says “Symmesville”. Mrs. Lapensee stated that 

she is going to have Choice One submit a new application for us to try and get more 

money from ODNR to help pay for more of the structure on top of our Capital Grant and 

CDBG funds we are using for the trail. Mr. Bryant asked if we are removing the old 

structure. Mrs. Lapensee stated yes, we will remove it sometime after Memorial Day. Mr. 

Bryant stated that if we are going to do this playset in phases, then we should push back 

the improvements we are going to make on Blong.  

 

2. Symmes Park Slide. Mrs. Lapensee stated that she would like to add this slide in the 

hillside where the pumpkins are located during Fall Fest. She stated that we would like to 

add in steps and a rope to get back up to the top. Mr. Bryant stated that he is worried 

about the curve in the slide and that kids will get hurt. Mrs. Lapensee stated that she 

thinks the print view is deceiving and they would not design a slide to hurt kids. Mr. 

Bryant stated that the concept is fine. Mrs. Lapensee stated that the entire cost would be 

around $20,000.00. 
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3. Montgomery Road Median Landscape Plan. Mrs. Lapensee stated our designer put 

together a plan for the medians. She stated that she looked up the plants listed in the 

design and printed the pictures of each of the plants. She stated that she is not a fan of 

packing the plants into each sf of the medians and thinks they should be spaced out. She 

asked the board if they like the plant materials. Mr. Bryant stated that he does not like the 

packed-out look, he would rather see them spaced out more. Mrs. Lapensee stated that we 

can use multiple materials like plants, mulch, rock, and grass. Ms. Leis stated that she 

would like to see a rock in the medians with our name in the rock. Mrs. Lapensee stated 

that she will ask ODOT if we can do that. 

 

4. Home of the Brave Slide. Mrs. Lapensee stated that the company attempted to repair the 

slide at Home of the Brave and it did not work. She stated that we will need to get a cost 

to replace the entire slide and it could be costly because the slide is inside a concrete 

sleeve. She stated that it is still boarded off so that no one can slide down it, but the kids 

continue to jump on the end of the where it is broken.  

 

5. Stonebridge Park. Ms. Leis stated that it looks like we are having issues with Stonebridge 

Park. Mrs. Lapensee stated that we have had to turn off the drinking fountains because 

kids continue to jam mulch into the drinking fountain and into the toilets. She stated that 

someone drops candy wrappers and bags dirt into the mutt mitts every weekend and 

leaves them all over the ball diamonds.  

 

Ms. Leis made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Beck seconded the motion, and the roll call 

vote was as follows: Mr. Beck - ‘aye’, Mr. Bryant – ‘aye’, Ms. Leis – ‘aye’. Motion passes. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:07 p.m. 

 

Approved: 

 

 

_________________________     ________________________      _______________________ 

Jodie L. Leis, Board President      Philip J. Beck, Vice-President       Kenneth N. Bryant, Trustee 


